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African Horse Sickness Outbreak  
Western Cape 
February 2011  

 

Introduction  
Please refer to SitRep One for an outline of events. This report just includes updates. All new 
information within the sitrep that is new is italicised.  

Case Definition  
The current AHS case definition from the Western Cape Veterinary Services point of view is clinical 
and/or post-mortem signs suspect for AHS with confirmation via laboratory PCR and/or virus 
isolation assays. Suspect cases are those that fulfil the former conditions of the case definition. The 
case definition has been broadened to consider real time PCR results against AHSV with a CT value of 
less than 30 as suspect and these horses will be followed up clinically.   

Continuing Cases 
A further 4 cases have been confirmed while a total of 10 cases are still suspect. The total confirmed 
cases stands at 7 as of the 11 March 2011. 

  
Figure 1: Epidemic curve of the AHS outbreak as of 11 March 2011 

    

Spatial Aspects 
The one suspect case near Darling as well as the on near Atlantis (SE) have been confirmed and the 
10 km buffer surrounding the confirmed cases has now expanded (see map below) 
 

Control Measures in place  
AHS vaccination has begun in Mamre and now will extend to the Darling area and south to the 
Atlantis area. The serotype of the virus has been confirmed as Serotype 1 so vaccinations are being 
performed with Bottle 1 of the AHS vaccine first. 
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Figure 2: Spatial distribution of the current AHS outbreak  


